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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS {OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed in due course. 

Kl This communication is responsive to the communication of 02/12/98 . 

K The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-11 . 

□ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received In Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received In this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: , 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE 
THREE MONTHS FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office action. Failure to timely comply will result in 
ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which discloses 
that the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

K] Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

□ because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be informal. 

K including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, attached hereto or 
to Paper No. 4 . 

□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on , which has been 

approved by the examiner. 

□ Including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment. 

Identifying indicia sucli as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the 
drawings. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal lettter addressed to the Official 
Draft sper son. 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any response to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES 
CODE/SERIAL NUMBER). If applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER 
and DATE of the NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

a. The prior art (Bongso et al. and Dyer et al) teaches purified preparations of 
primate embryonic stem cells but these cells are not stable in long-term culture, as are the cells of 
the instant invention. The prior art of record does not teach or fairly suggest primate embryonic 
stem cells which are stable in in vitro culture for longer than one year, 

b. The Declaration of James A Thomson of 02/12/98 provides additional support for 
the stability of the cells in long-term in vitro culture and the reproducibility of the instant method 
of establishing stable cell lines. Therefore, the deposit requirement is withdrawn. 

2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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3. The Group and/or Art Unit location of your application in the PTO has changed. To aid 
in correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application 
should be directed to Group Art Unit 1643. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Brenda Brumback whose telephone number is (703) 306-3220. If the 
examiner can not be reached, inquiries can be directed to Primary Examiner Michael Woodward 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-3890 or Supervisory Patent Examiner Marian Knode 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-43 1 1 . Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)308-0196. 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Group 1 800 by facsimile 
transmission. Papers should be faxed to Examiner Brenda Brumback, Art Unit 1815 and should 
be marked "OFFICIAL" for entry into prosecution history or "DRAFT" for consideration by the 
examiner without entry. The Art Unit 1815 FAX telephone number is (703)-305-3014, FAX 
machines will be available to receive transmissions 24 hours a day. In compliance with 1 096 OG 
30, the filing date accorded to each OFFICIAL fax transmission will be determined by the FAX 
machine's stamped date found on the last page of the transmission, unless that date is a Saturday, 
Sunday or Federal Holiday with the District of Columbia, in which case the OFFICIAL date of 
receipt will be the next business day. 



February 25, 1998 



Brenda Brumback 




